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LISKEARD, CORNWALL
CORNISH AUTHOR NUKES CORNWALL – BUT IN A GOOD WAY
Liskeard author Bob Blackman has nuked Cornwall in his new humorous sci-fi book The Horsepower Whisperer. Maps in the front of The Horsepower Whisperer show a strangely truncated British mainland. Land’s End is roughly where Bude would be and Plymouth faces the open Atlantic. In Bob Blackman’s world, oceanographers warn of terrible monsters further out to sea and show a large area of shipping hazards to the west of Britain and France.

So what happened? “65 million years ago, a badly parked time machine was engulfed by a volcano,” Bob Blackman explains, “and what would have become Cornwall got blown up.” Instead of Cornwall, there is Anarchadia, a temperate archipelago full of infinite possibilities and burgeoning creativity that all nations and centralised governments fear. 

“I had to do it to explain the origins of Hob, the Horsepower Whisperer,” says Blackman. “He can enrage innocent engines into great feats of speed, power and endurance. He torques the talk and races the race in the mechanised Wild Hunt. And he will share his power with you if you will trade with him your soul.”

Anarchadia is Cornwall but not as we know it
This seditious re-incarnation of Cornwall is Hob’s home. “He’s on his way back there after a particularly wild Wild Hunt but finds himself in Post-Unification Euphobia where the daily grind saps the spirits of its citizens.” Hob soon realises that the terrible Grey Ones are doing it deliberately to destroy everyone’s souls. As Hob and his fugitive souls try to get back to Anarchadia, the Grey Ones close in. The Horsepower Whisperer introduces a struggle, not just between good and evil but between good, evil and the forces of bland. “Along the way there are going to be some very unholy alliances.”
“Although Cornwall gets destroyed, I believe it’s a law of quantum physics that something similar must exist in each time-space continuum,” says Blackman. “In The Horsepower Whisperer, it comes back stronger than ever.”

The Horsepower Whisperer –  the first part in The Soul Trader Trilogy – is published by Anarchadia Publishing. Priced at £11.99, it appeals to readers of Terry Pratchett, Jaspar Fforde and Douglas Adams and is available from Amazon and selected Cornish bookshops. It has already appeared in the Amazon Top 100 for Contemporary Fantasy. Visit www.anarchadia.co.uk for more information, sample chapters and – by way of an introduction to the future of print-on-demand publishing – free downloadable one page books.
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Anarchadia Publishing is Bob Blackman’s own publishing house and utilises the latest digital printing technology to publish his brand of sci-fi humour. Bob retains overall control of the publishing process but uses local businesses to support him in editing, graphic design and web-hosting. 
For more media resources including author photos, biog, extracts and more promotional items, visit the media resources site at www.anarchadia.co.uk or contact Bob Blackman at bob@anarchadia.co.uk or phone 01579 346669.







